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Officer Involved Shooting 


Admin. Invest.? ню DX] 
Dame 09-19-10 Tine 1911 hrs. 
city ог Station: Nature of incident: The deputies attempted to contact the subject regarding a 
Lynwood jaywalking violation. The subject fled. The deputies drove around the comer and 
ПШ ОТ Street lagain saw the subject. The subject brandished a firearm and pointed it at the 


\deputies. Deputy Vargas fired 4 rounds and Deputy Campos fired one round at the 
subject, striking him in the upper torso. 
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Coroner Case # 


ТерА носачот Usage? [Ж] Substance Useg’ 
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IAB INVESTIGATIVE 
SUMMARY AND TRANSCRIPTS 


COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 


DEPUTY INVOLVED 

HIT SHOOTING EVALUATION 
UNIT: Operation Safe Streets Bureau/ GET Team 
DATE: September 19, 2009 (Saturday) 
TIME: 1911 hours 
LOCATION: Banning Street, Lynwood 
URN#: 009-18325-2117-013 
1АВ#: $SH2251372 


NATURE OF 

INCIDENT: Deputies Campos and Vargas were driving eastbound on El Segundo 
Boulevard in their marked black and white vehicle when they saw the subject jaywalk 
in front of them, northbound across El Segundo Boulevard. The subject apparently 
made eye contact with the deputies as he suddenly appeared to be startled. He then 
ran northbound through a park and into Lindbergh Elementary School. 


The deputies drove around the schoo! and when they turned westbound onto Banning 
Street, they saw the subject walking northbound across Banning Street. They stopped 
their radio car as the subject walked in front of them. They exited their vehicle and 
ordered him to stop and show them his hands. He ignored their commands and 
continued crossing northbound and onto the north sidewalk. As he walked westbound 
on the sidewalk, Deputy Campos drove their vehicle and slowly followed the subject. 
As he walked on the sidewalk the subject reached towards his waistband. Deputy 
Vargas walked parallel to their vehicle and gave the subject several verbal commands 
to stop and to show them his hands. The subject suddenly turned southbound and ran 
betweer two vehicles parked along the north curb line. As he re-entered the street ne 
faced their vehicle and pointed a handgun directly at Deputy Campos. Deputy 
Campos quickly exited their vehicle, and both deputies, fearing for their safety, fired at 
the subject, striking him. 


92148. БЕ multiple gunshot wounds to the torso. Не was transported 
to Saint Francis Medical Center where he was pronounced dead. 


A loaded “RG” .22 caliber revolver was recovered adjacent to the subject's body. The 
revolver was loaded with six live rounds. 
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Deputies Campos and Vargas were uninjured. 
The subject was identified as a “Palm and Oak Crip” cang member. 
INVOLVED PERSONNEL: 


Campos, Marcello- Deputy, Employee жаш 
O.S.S. / GET 

Unit # Q26 

Field Operations Region 11 


EMPLOYEE’S WORK HISTORY: 


Date of Employment: 04-98 

Date Assigned to OSS: 07-07 to Present 
Prior Shooting Incident(s); 

Prior Founded Force Incidents 


Vargas, Steven- Deputy, Employee Т | 
О.5.$./ ОЕТ 

Unit # G-26 

Field Operations Region 11 


EMPLOYEE’S WORK HISTORY: 


Date of Employment: 09-99 
Date Assigned to OSS: 04-08 to Present 


Prior Shooting Incident(s) 
Prior Founded Force Incidents: 


INVOLVED SUSPECT: 


МВ, 


Main 
Cil 
FBI 
“Paim and Oak” Crip gang member. 


Involved Suspect Criminal History: 
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INVOLVED DEPUTY WITNESSES: 
None 


NON-DEPARTMENT WITNESSES: 


INVOLVED EMPLOYEE STATEMENTS: 


Deputy Marcello Campos, was interviewed on April 8, 2010 by Sergeants Albert 
Maldonado and Scott Hill. The interview was conducted at the Internal Affairs Bureau 
office in the City of Commerce. The following is a summary of the interview. 


Deputy Campos said this was the first time he and Deputy Vargas were partnered 
together as his regular partner was off on the day of this incident. They didn’t know 
each other well and had not yet had an opportunity to discuss tactics and how they 
would handle a violent high-risk incident. They did discuss, however, not splitting as 
partners if they became involved in a foot pursuit. 


He said when they first encountered the subject on El Segundo Boulevard he 
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immediately recognized him from prior contacts. He said the subject was a “Palm and 
Oak” Crip gang member in which he contacted and filled out a Field Identification Card 
in the past. He could not recall if he communicated with Deputy Vargas knowing the 
subject and having prior contacts with him. He did recall, however, the subject had 
previously been cooperative and he did not see the need to chase him on foot orto put 
out a radio broadcast when he ran from them. They, instead, continued to patrol 
around the school (Lindberg Elementary). He said they were not really looking for him 
but patrolling the neighborhood around the school at a speed of approximately 20-25 
miles per hour. 


Deputy Gampos said when they re-encountered the subject on the north side of the 
school, they saw him cross northbound on Banning Street and onto the north sidewalk. 
They saw him walk westbound on the sidewalk in an apparent attempt to continue 
fleeing from them. He noted the subject appeared to be out of breath as he contiued 
to walk fast-paced away from them. He said as he crossed the street in front of them 
they exited their vehicle and ordered him to stop and show them his hands. He 
ignored them and continued to walk away from them. Deputy Campos said he re- 
entered his vehicle and followed the subject as he continued to walk away from them. 
Deputy Vargas remained outside of their vehicle and walked parallel to it as they 
continued to follow the subject who was walking westbound on the sidewalk. 


А.В. Note: Deputy Campos specifically remembers the subject walking 
westbound on the sidewalk. When we later told him his partner (Deputy Vargas) 
recalls the subject walking in the street and not the sidewalk, he said he 
definitely recalls the subject walking on the sidewalk. He even recalls only being 
able to see the upper portion of the subject’s body as he walked behind some 
vehicles parked along the north curb line of the street. 


Deputy Campos said he recalls the subject walking on the sidewalk and then turning 
southbound in between two vehicles. The subject suddenly emerged from between 
the two vehicles and was facing their vehicle and pointing a handgun with his right 
hand directly at him. Deputy Vargas immediately yelled “Gun” and fearing for his life 
he (Campos) immediately stopped his vehicle and using his car door as cover, fired 
one round from his handgun at him. He was aware Deputy Vargas also fired his 
handgun but was not aware of how many rounds he (Vargas ) fired. He is not sure 
who fired their handgun first. He said the subject immediately went to the ground and 
he did not feel it was necessary to fire additional rounds. He said he was also aware 
his back ground was some parked cars and a brick wall. He did not see any 
pedestrians in the area. 


Deputy Campos said they continued to hold the subject at gunpoint and immediately 
put out a radio broadcast. They could see the subject’s handgun on the ground near 
his feet. They approached the subject, handcuffed him and awaited the arrival of 
paramedics. 
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1.A.B. Note: This interview as well as the Homicide Bureau interview conducted 
on 09-19-09 were digitally recorded. The transcripts of both interviews are 
included in Exhibit B. 


Deputy Steven Vargas, was interviewed on April 8, 2010 by Sergeants Albert 
Maldonado and Scott Hill. The interview was conducted at the Internal Affairs Bureau 
office in the City of Commerce. The following is a summary of the interview. 


Deputy Vargas said when he and Deputy Campos, who were working together for the 
first time, initially tried to stop the subject on El Segundo Boulevard, their only intention 
was to detain and possibly issue him a citation for jaywalking. When he began to run 
from them they did not see the need to chase him on foot or to put out a radio 
broadcast. He did add, however, they started making their way around the school in 
an effort to possibly recontact the subject. He said they traveled around the school at 
a speed of approximately 25 miles per hour. When they turned onto Banning Street, 
they again saw the subject. 


Deputy Vargas said he saw the subject emerge from a back yard on the south side of 
the street, and cross the street (north bound) directly in front of them. As he crossed, 
they stopped their vehicle and ordered him to stop. He ignored their commands and 
continued walking westbound on the north side of the street. Deputy Vargas said he 
exited the vehicle and began walking, parallel to the car, behind the subject. He said 
as he walked he continued to give the subject verbal commands to stop and show 
them his hands. He said he was approximately 10 feet behind the subject with his 
handgun drawn as they followed him. Deputy Vargas noted the subject appeared to 
be out of breath and continually reach towards his waistband as he walked. He said 
he felt at this point the subject was possibly armed and he (Vargas) began to look for 
cover. He said he considered the cars parked in the street to the north of him if the 
subject did in fact brandish a weapon at them. Even though һе dicin’t have immediate 
cover, he said he felt his position gave him a tactical advantage if the subject turned 
and brandished a weapon at them. 


Deputy Vargas said as he walked behind the subject, he (the subject) suddenly 
stopped and turned towards them. Deputy Campos simultaneously stopped their 
vehicle and began to exit. He said at that moment he noticed the subject was pointing 
a handgun with his right hand at Deputy Campos. He described the subject as 
standing facing westbound and turning to his left, with his head looking over his left 
shoulder and pointing a handgun with his right hand at Deputy Campos. He 
immediately yelled “Gun” to Deputy Campos and fearing for Deputy Campos's life, 
fired five rounds from his handgun at the subject. He said he was aware Deputy 
Campos also fired his handgun but he did not Know, at the time, how many rounds he 
fired. He said he stopped firing his handgun because the subject immediately went to 
the ground. Once the subject was on the ground they immediately initiated a 
broadcast that they were involved in a shocting and requested paramedics to respond. 
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He said upon doing so they approached the subject, handcuffed him and awaited the 
arrival of the paramedics. 


LA.B. Note: Deputy Vargas said he was adamant the subject walked in the street 
and never made it to the north sidewalk. When we pointed out to him this 
account varies from Deputy Campos’s account, he said he was positive the 
subject walked in the street and could not recall the subject emerging from the 
sidewalk between two parked cars. 


И should be noted that two of the witnesses in this case PS атут '| 


апа were interviewed by our Homicide investigators the night of 
the incident. Both witnesses recall the subject jogging slowly on the north 
sidewalk as the deputies followed closely behind. They recall the subject 
reaching towards his waistband as he jogged and ignoring the deputies verbal 
commands to stop and show them his hands. As the subject walked away from 
the deputies he looked back over his shoulder at them and moved his hands 
towards his waistband several times. Witnes = s0 recalls the subject 
moving between two vehicles parked along the north curb line and facing the 
deputies who were following behind him. He said he could not see the subjects 
hands from where he was standing and he doesn’t know if he was armed. It was 
at this time the deputies fired several rounds at him {the subject). 


Deputy Vargas said he was aware his backdrop was several parked vehicles and a 
brick wall when he fired his handgun at the subject. He also said he did not see any 
pedestrians in the area. 


LA.B. Note: These interview were digitally recorded and the transcripts are 
included in this case. 


SUSPECT'S STATEMENTS: 
None 
NON-DEPARTMENT WITNESS STATEMENTS: 


Refer to the transcripts of the Homicide Bureau interviews conducted by Investigators 
James Charles and Boyd Zumwalt on 03-11-09 (Exhibit B). 


SUSPECT’S INJURIES: 
Gun shot wound to the abdomen, right arm, left arm and back. 


DEPUTY PERSONNEL INJURIES: 
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None 

PHYSICAL EVIDENCE: 

See homicide case book (Exhibit A). 
INVESTIGATORS OBSERVATIONS: 

No observations. 

WEAPONS USED BY DEPUTY PERSONNEL: 


Heckler and Koch USP .45 Caliber semi-automatic pistol. 


WEAPON USED BY SUSPECT: 
(10) RG, Model RG14S, .22 Long Rifle Caliber double action revolver. 
PROPERTY DAMAGE: 
One bullet hole in the left rear tire of a 2001 white Honda Accoord License И 
CRIMINAL INVESTIGATOR and CHARGES FILED: 
Investigator: Detective James ae 
Detective Boyd Zumwalt 
Charges Filed: None 
WEATHER CONDITIONS AND LIGHTING CONDITIONS: 


The incident occurred during the hours of daylight. 
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AST Ату, 


<s LOS ANGELES COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE 
R BUREAU OF FRAUD AND CORRUPTION PROSECUTIONS 
+ j JUSTICE SYSTEM INTEGRITY DIVISION 
tor tos * 
STEVE COOLEY e District Att i 
JOHN K. SPILLANE ЖЕНЫ Dena District Attorney таас манная. теве: 
CURTIS А, HAZELL • Assistant District Attorney 
May 4, 2010 
Captain David Smith 


Homicide Bureau 

Los Angeles County Sheriffs Department 
5747 Rickenbacker Road 

Commerce, California 90040 


RE: JS.LD. File #: 09-0584 
LAS.D. URN #: 009-18325-2117-013 


Dear Captain Smith: 


The Justice System Integrity Division of the Los Angeles County District Attomey’s Office has 
completed its review of the September 19, 2009, fatai shooting Е, Los 
Angeles County Sheriff's (LASD) Deputies Marcelo Campos and Steven Vargas. We have 
determined that theses officers acted lawfully in self-defense and in the defense of each other. 


The following analysis is based upon a series of reports prepared by the LASD submitted to this 
office on February 11,2010. The District Attorney Command Center was notified of this 
shooting at 8:18 p.m. on September 19, 2009. The District Attorney Response Team, consisti 
of Deputy District Attorney Shannon Presby and District Attorney Senior Investigator aa 
esponded to the scene. They were given a briefing of the circumstances surrounding 
the incident and a “walk-through” of the shooting scene. Presby and also participated in 
witnesses interviews. No compelled statements were considered for purposes of this analysis. 


FACTUAL ANALYSIS 


In the evening of September 19, 2009, Deputies Campos and Vargas were on duty assigned to 
the Operation Safe Streets (OSS) gang enforcement team. Both deputies were in full uniform 
and were using a marked LASD vehicle to carry out their parol. Campos was driving and 
Vargas was riding in the right front passenger seat. 


Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center 
210 West Temple Street 

Los Angeles, CA 90012-3210 

{213} 974-3868 

WEBSITE: http:/ida.co.la.ca.us 


Captain David Smith 


May 4, 2010 

Page 2 of 3 

At approximately 7:00 p.m., Campos and Vargas saw} aywalk across El 
Segundo Boulevard. Campos and Vargas called] ver to the: vehicle M- 
northbound from the deputies through a park and then climbed a р; рреатей into 
Lindbergh Elementary School. Campos and Vargas did пої pursu ut dro’ El 
Segundo Boulevard. As Campos and Vargas turned onto Banning Avenue they ча Й: 


front of their vehicle walking westbound on the so 1 ШЛШЕШ hen stepped into the 
street and moved northbound across the street. ы “ш the street, he looked over his 
tight shoulder in the direction of Campos and Vargas. also placed his right hand in the 
tight front area of his pants. 


Campos stopped the car while Vargas exited the patrol vehicle. Vargas shouted ao 
stop moving and to show his hands. И 0: са Vargas’ commands and continued to cross 
the street reaching the north sidewalk area. Vargas repeated his commands but crored 
them and continued to walk quickly away from the deputies. Campos continued to drive slowly 
westbound following А Vargas walked along the right side of the patrol vehicle. 


After a few moments, ibruptly reversed his direction and began to walk eastbound 
toward the deputies. en moved off the sidewalk, passed between two parked vehicles 


and entered the street where he turned east and continued to walk towards Campos and Vargas. 
Campos stopped the car. Staring directly at Campos. emoved a handgun from his right 
front waist area. Vargas yelled “gun” sc the gun and pointed it directly at 
Campos. Fearing for his life and the life ma Г ш shooting И Campos 


also exited the patrol vehicle and shot a ell to the ground in the street. 


Vargas and Campos radioed for an ambulance which arrived and transported Eo St. 
Francis Hospital, id not survive. A loaded .22 caliber handgun was recovered from 


the street wher fell. 


LEGAL ANALYSIS 


California law permits the use of deadly force in self-defense or in the defense of another if it 
reasonably appears that the person claiming the right of self-defense actually and reasonably 
believed that he, or the person defended, was in imminent danger of great bodily injury or death, 
People у. Randle (2005) 35 Cal. 4® 987, 994; People у. Mercer (1962) 210 Cal.App.2d 153, 161. 


In protecting himself or another, a person may use all force which he believes reasonably 
necessary and which would appear to a reasonable person, in the same or similar circumstances, 
to be necessary to prevent imminent injury. CALCRIM 3470. 


Where the peril is swift and imminent and the necessity for action immediate, the law does not 
weigh into nice scales the conduct of the assailed and say he shall not be justified in killing 
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because he might have resorted to other means to secure his safety. People v. Collins (1961) 189 
Cal. App.2d 575. 


CONCLUSION 


ИШ... from Deputies Campos and Vargas when they first attempted t: 
him. A short time later, Campos and Vargas =. a and Vergas orere  s 
stop and show his hands. Ignoring those commands, alked away from the deputies 
then abruptly , ee and began walking directly toward the deputies. 


Simultaneous! roduced a loaded handgun from his person and pointed it at Campos. 
Fearing that they were about to be killed, Vargas and Campos responded with deadly force. 


We find that LASD Deputies Marcelo Campos and Steven Vargas acted lawfully in self-defense 
and in the defense of each other when they shot EJ We are closing our file and will take 
no further action in this matter. 


Very truly yours, 


STEVE COOLEY 
District Atto 
A 


Deputy District Attorney 
(213) 974-3888 


© Deputy Marcelo Campos, Serial 
Deputy Steven Vargas, Serial 


